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Parts

Peacc like a ri-vcr, I'vc got pcacc likc a ri-ver, I've got pcacc likc a ri-vcr in my soul.

Part I
sol-ln

Part2
mi-fa

Part 3
do-ti

fvc tgot pcacc likc a ri-ver, Ivc got pcacc likc a ri-vcr, fvc got pcacc likc a ri-vcr in my soul.



SINGING

.Keep the beat while singing and determine pattep o{sqng and weak beqq (fotg). Teach children
to cohduct in four while-sin-ging. Help theni notice that the song has a 1i.ck-uy''beat so instead
of beginning with beat one,Itreionauiting must begn *lttt beut fog1, .T-hi.9 

Png uses o$V fiv9
pitch|s. Co-nsider singing the song in soFege using-hand-signs. .Older children are ready to sing .'the 

harmony. Three rirnp-tr parts ft given,lach us-ing only twopitches. Begin learning the second

i16(mifa). When chitdfren can sing-the mgldy with-the Tcond-pqrt, try leCrning the 3rd put(do-rr). 
ROvanced groups may be able to sing three parts plus the melody.

PLAYING INSTRUMENTS

Discuss the difference htween melody and harmony.The harmony learned aboye is one kind of
harmony. Another kind of harmony ii chordal harmony. The.hgtS are Played on each beat.
Accomfany the song on the autoharp orguita{, stnr_mming on each beat. Ask the children tofightly
tap the'beai with the-accompaniment asth-ef sing. Help then notice ttral *ris song.uses-qgly thof
cliords. Help children obierve on which words the chords chaggp. ( "peace" "rivet'"'peace"
"soul" "peac'e" "peace" "rivef" "in" "soul."). Teach some of them to play the
accompaniment on the autoharP.

CREATING

Sing the first verse while signing. Modgl thg sign_s_p a slow_flowing ryuy. Sing several times,
itrafienging the children toleaniatt of the signs. When the first verse is mastered, add the second
and thiid verses. Make up other verses. (Pcinres from Costello,E. Religious Signing. Bantam Books, 1986.

Shroyer, E. Srgns of the Times. Galluadet College hess, Wash. DC 1982.)
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LISTENING

Invite children to close their eyes and listen as you sing and play thg-song on autoharp..Have them
*irC ttt"ir hands each time the chord changes. Their trEaring strould become more sensitive as they

fractice this exercise. Invite children to [Jten to the 9la-ss-s4g. and determine if the singing is
L.u*t , in tune, beautiful. Help children make musical decisions about their own performance.

INTEGRATING

.This is an African-American song. Discuss what the words mean and why sl_arres ".o$t sing this
song. Explore slavery in America] lExplore thq image ofa riverand peace. Why migltt the slaves
tnifi of a river as b"i"g peaceful. .Discuss the idea il\at signing i,s alother-language.-It
communicates in wayidifferent from words. Why mighisl-gn-s be bener for hard of hearing than
*ota" ixplore ttre difficulties of peoplg who caniot hear to lielp children empathize with others.
Irarn signi for other words orsongs.'.Have children draw a piCture for each verse-of the song.
CotnUinE some of the pictures intol book. Each verse has slt phrases. for.verse l, selectsix
diff;""t 'rivet''pictures from the children's drawings, one Per-p-age. Print ttre words and the
music at the bottbm of each picture, one phrase perpage, so chil-dren can read as they sing. Do the
same with the other verses, creating an 18 page book plus cover.
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